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Discussion on how to prevent and control sheep pox in
pastoral areas
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Abstract

Sheep pox is an acute febrile contact infectious disease caused by poxvirus, which is zoonotic and shared by livestock and poultry. It
exhibits epidemic, seasonal, and endemic characteristics. Sheep infected with this virus have a certain incubation period, after which
corresponding clinical symptoms manifest. The disease course follows a predictable pattern, and affected sheep typically recover
gradually within 2-3 weeks if no secondary infection occurs. This disease poses significant harm to lambs, as the virus can easily
induce lesions in multiple organs such as the gastrointestinal tract, respiratory system, and heart, often leading to lamb mortality
and causing substantial losses in livestock production. For the prevention and control of sheep pox, two key measures are essential:
first, regular vaccination of sheep flocks with sheep pox vaccine to enhance herd-specific resistance; second, strengthening livestock
management by promptly implementing strict disinfection measures for infected flocks and breeding environments to cut off viral
transmission routes and reduce infection risks.
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