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The Visual Translation of the “Two Mountains” Concept
in Rural Ecological Documentaries: A Case Study of Green
Mountains and Clear Waters: A Timeless Painting

Chuan’e Zhang
School of Fine Arts and Calligraphy, Qufu Normal University, Weifang, Shandong, 276800, China

Abstract

Green Mountains and Clear Waters: A Millennium-Long Painting is a premium ecological civilization-themed documentary launched
by China Media Group on National Ecology Day in 2025. Centered on the oral histories of one hundred firsthand witnesses, the film
constructs a documentary-style ecological ethnography through localized interpretations of multiple case studies. Employing a multi-
threaded, non-linear, closed-loop narrative structure, it offers viewers a panoramic ecological perspective. Leveraging cutting-edge
technologies and audiovisual rhetorical techniques, the documentary achieves a contemporary reinterpretation of traditional aesthetic
resources. Its innovative approach artistically embodies the “Two Mountains” concept and provides valuable insights for the creation
of ecological documentaries in the new era.
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