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Exploring the Practice of Fragmented Editing for Mobile-
Driven Documentaries

Weiguo Li
Xinjiang Radio and Television Station, Urumgqi, Xinjiang, 830044, China

Abstract

From “living room rituals” to “on-the-go consumption”, the audiovisual habits of audiences have been transformed in the current era
where mobile internet and 5G technology are deeply reshaping the media ecosystem. As an important cultural medium, documentaries
are urgently transitioning from traditional long-form videos to fragmented mobile dissemination. Taking the creation practice of the
micro-documentary series “The Taste of China on the Tip of the Finger” as a case study, this paper explores how to reconstruct the
narrative of documentaries under the context of vertical screen dissemination through fragmented editing strategies. The series uses
“intangible cultural heritage cuisine” as an entry point, breaking down the originally grand cultural narrative into micro-level units
through the editing logic of “slicing—recombination—miniaturization” to adapt to mobile dissemination. This paper systematically
analyzes the practical path of fragmented editing from several aspects, including audience attention mechanisms, nonlinear narrative
structures, vertical screen visual grammar, and micro-narrative rhythms, enhancing both dissemination efficiency and emotional
connection. The research shows that fragmented editing for mobile documentaries does not simply fragment traditional content but,
through technological empowerment in fragmented time and space, achieves deep aggregation of cultural content and innovates
narratives. This also provides an editorial method for cross-screen narrative documentaries in the context of media convergence,
offering valuable insights.
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