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How Research-Based Reporting Can Be Innovative and
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Abstract

Investigative research is a core method in journalism, serving to help journalists obtain accurate materials, verify the reliability of
information, and provide an objective basis for reporting. Without conducting investigative research, journalists have no right to
speak, write, or report. Therefore, all journalists should regard investigative research as a fundamental skill. In 2024, Guangzhou
Daily launched the series of reports titled “Discovering Guangzhou’s New Productive Forces,” promoting a strong culture of
investigation and research, which yielded positive social effects. The “Discovering Guangzhou’s New Productive Forces” series
also won the 2024 Guangdong Journalism Award. Based on the practice of research-based reporting at Guangzhou Daily, this article
attempts to explore the paths and methods for news media to conduct effective investigative research.
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