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Pathways for Expressing National Identity in Thematic
Documentary Production
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Abstract

The essence of thematic documentaries lies in guiding character selection, event progression, and meaning interpretation through a
clear thematic thread, enabling audiences to examine public issues along a coherent narrative and form emotional resonance. Based
on the creative process of thematic documentary production, this paper systematically explores the pathways for expressing national
identity in aspects such as topic planning, narrative structure, character development, and audiovisual presentation. It identifies
common issues in current production, including disconnection, homogenization, and rhythm imbalance, and proposes corresponding
optimization solutions. The aim is to provide practical references for achieving more sustainable expressions of national identity in
thematic documentaries while adhering to the principle of authenticity.
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