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Comparative Teaching of Chinese and Western Cultures
and Cross-Cultural Literacy Development in High School
English Elective Courses
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Abstract

In the era of deepening globalization, cross-cultural literacy has become one of the essential core competencies for high school
students. High school English elective courses, with their flexibility and diversity, serve as a crucial platform for comparative
teaching of Chinese and Western cultures and the cultivation of cross-cultural literacy. Starting from the theoretical foundations of
cross-cultural education, this study analyzes core differences between Chinese and Western cultures in dimensions such as values,
social customs, and linguistic expression. It constructs a comparative teaching system for Chinese and Western cultures characterized
by “theoretical guidance — content integration — method innovation — evaluation assurance.” The paper explores specific strategies
for fostering students’ cultural sensitivity, critical thinking, and cross-cultural communication skills through contextual teaching,
collaborative learning, and project-based practices, providing practical references for reforming cross-cultural teaching in high school
English elective courses.
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