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The Female Image and the Projection of Reality in Zhang
Ailing’s Works
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City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 999077, China

Abstract

With keen social observation and delicate literary craftsmanship, Eileen Chang crafted multi-layered female characters imbued with
the texture of their era. These figures, constrained by traditional culture and family ethics, simultaneously explore self and destiny
within the urban modernity environment, presenting complex emotional logic and survival strategies through various postures of
dependence, rebellion, and agency. Their experiences reflect the plight of women intertwined with gender culture, class structure,
and social transformation, endowing individual fates with broad social representativeness. This paper analyzes the typological
characteristics and psychological structures of female characters in Eileen Chang’s works, explores their cultural roots, constructs
a framework linking female writing to real society, and distills insights for understanding modern female consciousness and social
structures, providing a more profound theoretical perspective for women’s studies in China’s modern literature.
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