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Research on Integrating Fieldwork with Tujia Cultural
Documentation in University Photography Education
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Wauhan Institute of Technology, Enshi, Hubei, 430200, China

Abstract

Against the backdrop of rapidly evolving multiculturalism and digital communication, university photography education has
expanded from technical training to a vital channel for cultural preservation and social observation. The Tujia culture, characterized
by unique lifestyles, ritual traditions, and aesthetic symbols, faces challenges in documentation and dissemination during
modernization and media adaptation. By integrating fieldwork methodologies into photography instruction, students can interpret
and present ethnic culture through visual media within authentic cultural contexts, forming a learning chain of “fieldwork—cultural
understanding—visual practice—result transformation.” Through systematic curriculum design and practical strategies, students
enhance cultural sensitivity, social cognition, and visual storytelling skills through observation, participation, and expression. This
model not only cultivates cross-cultural competence but also provides a sustainable pathway for documenting and disseminating
Tujia culture through visual media, offering practical references for curriculum reform and innovative preservation of ethnic cultures
in higher education.
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