PERESHFRE - £02%5 - £ 06 - 2026 £ 06 A

Starting from an Aesthetic Standard Characterized by Neither
Excessive Intensity Nor Harshness, Yet One That Naturally
Commands Respect and Admiration, This Discussion Examines
the Role of a “Damping Mechanism” between Modern And
Traditional Approaches in Calligraphy Education

Shudong Cao
Anshun University, Anshun, Guizhou, 561000, China

Abstract

Grounded in the historical evolution of calligraphy, this paper examines the fundamental contradictions between tradition and
modernity: everyday writing has faded from daily life, its practical function has diminished, while contemporary practice remains
constrained by rigid replication of ancient methods and influenced by foreign artistic concepts, leading to a loss of cultural context
and reduction to superficial symbols. The article argues that calligraphic modernization represents an inevitable trend in artistic
development across four dimensions—visual innovation in brushwork, dynamic preservation of tradition, redefinition of social
functions, and establishment of indigenous paradigms—while analyzing four detrimental consequences of this transformation:
confusion in aesthetic standards, alienation of artistic essence, blind adoption of Western art forms, and formal emptiness. By
synthesizing evaluations from calligraphers, the author distills the aesthetic essence of Wang Xizhi’s work, employs the concept
of a “damping mechanism” as a metaphor, and uses the formal system of the Two Wangs’ regular script to establish fundamental
boundaries for calligraphic creation.
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